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We found that neural crest cells (NCCs) localize at the intermediate cell region of the
developing stria vascularis in Pax3 null mice. However, mRNA expression of melanocyte
differentiation marker is remarkably reduced in the developing stria vascularis of Pax3
null mice. These results suggest that Pax3 is not required for NCCs migration into the

mouse stria vascularis, but, is responsible for differentiation of NCCs in the mouse stria

vascularis.
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expressed not only in glial cells but also

in neurons of the mouse vestibular system.
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