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The aim of this study was to elucidate the function of von Willebrand factor A domain
like protein (PGN0291), the accessory protein of Mfal fimbriae of P. gingivalis, in
platelet aggregation. The following findings were obtained although relationship
between PGN0291 protein and platelet aggregation were not found. 1. PGN0291 protein
was required for assembly of other accessory proteins of PGN0289 and PGN0290. 2.
PGN0291 protein was involved in P. gingivalis auto—aggregation. 3. PGN0289 protein
was localized at tip of fimbriae. These findings indicate that PGN0289, PGN0290 and
PGN0291, the accessory proteins of Mfal fimbriae, form the complex at the tip, and
are important for function of Mfal fimbriae.
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