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Communication with others about disease among childhood cancer survivors: a
foundational study

Miyagishima, Kyoko
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This study clarified the process of self-reflection and communication with others
through interviews with 13 childhood cancer survivors aged 20 to 36. Survivors“ struggled to accept their
situation” in terms of the" physical changes” and“ threat to their normal lives” ,associated with the
onset, recurrence, and late-onset complications of childhood cancer.They felt supported by“ being with
others” ,had thoughts of* giving up” ,and" hoped for a good hospital and normal life” .They [made efforts
to live a normal life], which enabled them to“ gain confidence” .Through this process,they” achieved
social reintegration” ,“ experienced life events” ,and“ discovered how to explain their disease and
adjust their sense of distance with others” . Also, childhood cancer survivors’' experiences in learning
how to explain their disease, such as survivors' views, choosing who to explain their disease to, and the
effects of these explanations, or their choice not to disclose any information, on others.
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