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A questionnaire survey was completed by 376 nurses who worked in three psychiatric
facilities. The results indicated that problematic infectious diseases 1in
psychiatric wards included aspiration pneumonia, influenza, and norovirus infection;
further, the nurses’ understanding of the precautionary measures against each route
of spread of infectious diseases was significantly low compared with nurses’
recognition of precautionary measures. In addition, the results indicated that the
particularity of infection control in psychiatric wards lies in “environmental
factors,” such as the presence of closed environments and the key of gateway, as
well as in “patient factors,” such as difficulty maintaining personal hygiene
because of patients sitting on the floor.
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