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The present study investigated morphology and ecology of two extinct deer species
(Cervus astylodon, Dicrocerus sp.) excavated from late Pleistocene Ryukyu Islands.
From stable isotope analysis and mesowear analysis, it was estimated that both
species primary consumed leaves of trees and bushes, but C. astylodon consumed grass
more frequently, implying a niche partitioning between sympatric species.
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