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It has been suggested that the selective ion transport of mammary epithelial cells
play an important role in lactation. However, active ion channels in mammary
secretory cells are unknown. To reveal the mechanisms of lactation, we investigated
the active ion channels in mammary secretory cells. A whole-cell patch clamp
technique was applied to mammary epithelial cells (MEC) freshly isolated from
mammary glands of lactating mice. In this study, we found the functional expression of
inwardly rectifying potassium (Kir) channels in lactating MEC.
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