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FFE R 3 O EE (3£32) : Non alcoholic steatohepatitis (NASH), which is occurred on the basis
of metabolic disorders such as metabolic syndrome, can progress to the fibrotic
steatohepatitis, cirrhosis and hepatocalcinoma. Therefore, it is very important to clarify the
mechanisms of the pathogenesis of NASH and establish the therapeutic strategy for this
pathological state. In the present study, the role of plasminogen/plasmin, which plays a
central role of fibrinolysis, in the development of NASH was examined using
plasminogen-deficient mice or plasmin inhibitor. Our study demonstrated that plasmin
contributes to the development of NASH presumably through promoting the macrophage
infiltration and its activation, and also showed the possibility of plasmin inhibitor as
therapeutic agent for NASH.
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