©
2022 2024

Contrastive Analysis of Interaction and Demonstrative Systems in Joint Attention
Situations
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I analyzed joint attention situations from natural Japanese, Chinese,

English, and Brazilian Portuguese conversations, to examine the way that the multiple alternative
forms and syntactic categories universally attributable to demonstratives contribute to the
establishment of joint attention. In all languages, speakers estimated the addressee’ s attention
level toward the referent and switched among forms among demonstratives to adjust the amount of
deictic information provided about the referent. Furthermore, speakers of different languages showed
different tendencies in choosing forms while establishing joint attention based on whether their
language employs demonstratives or anaphora following the establishment of joint attention. Also,
while switching of forms also occurred in human-dog joint attention situations, important
differences with human-human interactions were observed, including the lack of switching of
gualitative and syntactic features, and the absence of anaphora.
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