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This study has examined the movement of politicians between the federal and
provincial levels in Canada. Although Canada is considered a decentralized state with strong
provinces, the federal government remains more attractive to political actors, leading to a pattern
of movement predominantly from the provincial to the federal level.

Regarding partisanship, the data does not suggest that politicians from any particular party are
more likely to make such transitions. In other words, intergovernmental mobility is not necessarily
more frequent in parties with integrated federal and provincial organizations. Furthermore, even in
parties like the Conservative Party, which lack formal organizational links between federal and
provincial levels, inter-level mobility still occurs. This suggests that party labels function as a
mechanism for political recruitment across levels of government.
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