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Identification of S?ecific Autoantibodies and Autoantigens in Pediatric Patients
with Ulcerative Colitis

Hiejima, Eitaro
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A non-invasive and disease-specific marker for diagnosing pediatric
ulcerative colitis (UC) is strongly required. Analysis of serum anti-integrin a vp 6 antibodies in
pediatric UC patients revealed that these antibodies were detected with very high sensitivity (94.7
%) and specificity (81.3%), indicating that this autoantibody can be a useful diragnostic marker for
UC in pediatric patients. Notably, 33% of pediatric Crohn"s disease (CD) patients in this study had
anti-integrin o v 6 antibodies iIn contrast to the low number in adult CD patients. Pediatric CD
patients positive for anti-integrin o v(3 6 antibodies exhibited UC-like colonic lesions, indicating
that the clinical features of pediatric CD differ based on the presence or absence of these
antibodies.
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