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A Study on the Historical Development of Panel Type Reliquaries in Medieval
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This study scrutinizes the panel-type reliquaries produced in Western
medieval Europe, focusing on the portable reliquary, the so-called “ Libretto,” which was produced
in the reign of King Charles V (reigned 1364-1380), when art flourished in the High Middle Ages. In
this investigation, panel-type reliquaries preceding the "Libretto” within Western Europe are
subjected to art historical analysis, delving into their stylistic attributes, iconography,
function, significance, materials, technique, social status of the patrons, and mutual influence
among the works. By archiving and analyzing a large number of reliquaries, we have clarified the
formal development of works produced in the Western Middle Ages under the influence of reliquaries
produced in the Byzantine Empire.
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