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This study systematically investigated the French thought in the latter half

of the 20th century through the linguistic theory of Danish linguist Louis Hjelmslev. The research
demonstrated that it is possible to measure the philosophical characteristics of R. Barthes, J.
Derrida and G. Deleuze & F. Guattari using Hjelmslev"s concept of “ catalyse” as a touchstone. This
concept relates to the scholarly delineation of what is recognized as language. The study revealed
that the watershed of French thought lay in whether to this concept one acknowledged the traditional

implicit premises of linguistics and their limitations or recognized an openness to non-linguistic
elements.
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