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A Japan-US Transwar History of Radio Broadcasting: The Continuation of "Opening
of the Microphone™ and Its Impact on Japan®s Pro-US Democratization
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This research examines archival materials (broadcast recordings and scripts)
in both Japan and the United States to find out why the voices of the public were recorded and

broadcast on the radio in the two countries, and what exactly those voices were talking about. In
contrast to the announcements made by the Imperial Headquarters during the World War I, the
Japanese radio began actively broadcasting the voices of the public during the occupation period,
while imitating the American radio and claiming the importance of "opening the microphone.™ This
research has revealed that this democratization reform called "maiku no kaiho" may continue to have
an impact on today"s Japanese broadcasting and even on postwar Japan®s pro-American democratization.
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