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A Study of the Salt Production and Distribution System of the Yamato
administration in the 5th Century from the Viewpoint of Salt-Making Pottery
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The value of salt was high, and as was perfected under the Ritsuryo systenm,
the influential people controlled the production and distribution of salt.The purpose of this study
is to elucidate the production system, including the formation process of salt-making groups, and
the distribution system, including the scope of salt supply, for the Kofun period, which is
positioned in the state formation process.The research method is an archaeological examination of
the salt making pottery used in the production and transport of salt, with the goal of empirical
discussion.The results of the analysis show that 1) in terms of production, two groups with new
technology were systematically organized in the Kitan-Kaikyo area in the latter half of the 5th
century, leading to mass production, and 2) in terms of distribution, the distribution range of salt

was analyzed, and in particular 1) the distribution area of salt from the Kitan-Kaikyo area was
wide and extended to all of the Kinai region.
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