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IEfluence of Ryoko Nakayoshi®s Movement for Return to Japan on U.S. Policy on
Okinawa
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This study reexamined the movement and influence of Ryoko Nakayoshi, known
as the earliest advocate for the return of Okinawa in Japan. Previously, Nakayoshi®s movement for
Okinawa"s return was considered to lack consistency in political stance and to have little
influence. However, utilizing U.S. declassified documents, this study revealed that the US
government strongly cautioned against Nakayoshi®s internationally oriented reversion movement,
fearing that the international community might perceive US control of Okinawa as colonial rule,
which became a significant factor leading to the return of Okinawa. Furthermore, this study
demonstrated that Nakayoshi®s advocacy for the return consistently aligned with international norms,

asserting that US control of Okinawa violated principles of self-determination and non-expansion of
territory.
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