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Attitudes Towards the Japanese Language Held by Deaf Children of High School
Department Students
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We confirmed that some students in the upper secondary school of a deaf
school have the same difficulties with the Japanese language as other linguistic minorities. In
addition, various perceptions of and conflicts with the Japanese language were identified. For
example, while some felt that Japanese was necessary for networking with the hearing majority,
others had difficulty in handling business documents used at work, and others felt difficulty in
using honorific expressions. It was also found that in some cases, a respondent felt embarrassed if
they did not know how to read kanji characters and worried that others around them might think that
they had not studied enough.
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