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Focusing on Japan and the other Asian countries of Indonesia, the Philippines,
Korea and Thailand, this research aims to advance comparative study of the three topics, “ The Results
(Effects) of Decentralization Reform” , “ The Factors Determining the Form of Decentralization” , and
“ The Gap between the System and the Reality of Local Governance (Decentralization)” . At the same time,
it examines in respect of each countr% the history and structure of local governance, the function and
structure of local governments, and the background to decentralization reform, as well as the content of,
the achievements of, and the future challenges posed by, decentralization reform. Ongoing research has
also been carried on from an international comparative perspective into important problems concerned with
local governance and decentralization such as the structure of local governance, inter-government
relationships, and sector-specific decentralization in each country.
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