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Japan’ s urban spaces underwent restructuring in the modern period as the result
of various urban infrastructure development projects carried out from the time of the Meiji Restoration
uE_to the outbreak of the Pacific War. This_studK seeks to clarify how Japan’ s urban spaces changed in
this process of modernization by understanding the mechanisms by which these urban infrastructure
development projects were carried out.

In the execution of these projects, a variety of relationships were forged between actors including the
state, local governments, landowners, communities, and grivate capital. These relationships, in turn,
gradually came to be integrated in centralized systems based on objective evaluations supported by
scientific knowledge and civil engineering techniques.
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