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Analysis of suppressive mechanisms by regulatory T cells
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The phenotypes and characteristics of regulatory T (Treg) cells in tumors were inv
estigated. Treg cells infiltrating into tumors exhibited effector Treg-cell phenotypes and highly expresse
d CC chemokine receptor 4 (CCR4). Selective depletion of effector-type Tregs by targeting CCR4 induced/aug
mented cancer antigen-specific CD4+ and CD8+ T-cell responses. In addition, analysis of CD8+ T cells suppr
essed by Treg cells an unveiled hitherto undefined T-cell phenotype, suggesting a novel mechanism of Treg-
cell suppression.
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