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Conservation biology on domestication and escape of East Asian ornamenntal plant spe
cies

Yamaguchi, Hirofumi
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Horticultural features and ecological risks due to escape, natural hybridization,
and/or human related dissemination were monitored for 182 East Asian ornamental plant species common in Ja
panese residential gardens. Almost species were ornamental trees, for flowers and greens, and herbaceous p
erennials with semi-cultivated uses sometimes as an encouraged weed. Genetic and morphoecological diversit
y were analyzed on several model species, including classic Japanese horticultural cultivars. Based on the

discussions with invited lectures on East Asiatic ornamental species and diversity studies on crops and t
heir wild congeners, the general pattern of evolution and disseminations in the ornamental species were su
mmarized in the view point of conservation biology.
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