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Salinization and aridification are serious environmental problems in modern lraq.
In order to understand these problems from the point of view of an interaction between human activities
and the natural environment, it is important to consider the ancient historical period when urbanization
and rapid population growth occurred. This study endeavored to trace changes in water resources through
an analysis of source materials used for clay tablets, which are assumed to have originated in river
sediment. We examined microfossils, in particular diatoms, contained in the tablet clay in order to trace
the level of salinity in water. In addition, non-destructive chemical analysis was carried out to ensure
that the tablet clay was of local origin. The study examined the validity of analyzing this type of clay
as a means of tracing environmental changes in antiquity.
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