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This project employed the methodologies of historical positivism in order to
reexamine comprehensively the many facets of Early Modern English (i.e. Elizabethan and Jacobean) drama,
ranging from the plays to the actors, acting troupes, and the theaters. What particularly distinguishes
this project is its use of digital archives. By making use of such archives, it was able to reassess
established notions and theories through a process of verification; each of the notions and theories were
reexamined through close investigation of extant public records and major historical records.

By applying this methodology to research into stage theory, playwrights, acting troupes, individual
plays, and the publication of these works, this project attempted to create an interconnected network of
the many aspects of the theater world of the period, which includes playwrights, major actors, theater
owners, printers, and publishers.
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