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In order to explore the causes of and solutions to international undergraduate stu
dents® problems comprehending lectures, we analyzed the expressions in 3 humanities lectures, and their re
lation to results of comprehension-related surveys.

We classified each lecture into a "discourse type® (final unifying type:2, initial and final unifying t
ype:3, middle unifying type:9), and results of a "Japanese functional sentence pattern® search of 14 lectu
res showed that international students need to acquire elementary/intermediate pattern-based complex sente
nces and identify wadan "grammatico-semantic paragraphs®.

A comparison (based on "communicative units® (CU)) of Japanese and Chinese/Korean international student
s" use of lecture information in 3 comprehension surveys (lecture notes, summaries, interviews) showed tha
t international students focused on specific examples and technical vocabulary, and could not grasp the di
scourse type (overall structure) of the lectures.
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