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This study investigated L2 acquisition of English and Japanese from the viewpoint
of the theory of modularity of Grammar. Japanese-speaking learners of English and English-, Turkish-, and
Chinese-speaking learners of Japanese participated in various experiments, and the results were analyzed
based on the Interface Hypothesis with the goal of providing practical suggestions for the development of
innovative methods for teaching and learning foreign languages.

Our analysis showed that syntactic acquisition can be facilitated as proficiency in the target language im
proves due to locality. However, it was demonstrated that wh-movement, overt and null pronouns, and tense

and aspectual meanings were difficult for L2 learners to acquire due to L1 transfer at the syntax-semantic
s and morphology-semantics interfaces. Based on these findings, the importance of explicit teaching was em
phasized for the acquisition of long-distance movement, pronouns, and present perfect in the target langua
ges.
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a. *Jomoko is finishing a project report.

b. Tomoko has finished a project report.
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