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This study that focused on changes of the meaning and political and social functio
ns of obshchestvennost®(the public), a Russian term, whic had started to circulate in the late eighteenth
century, examined multifaceted public and civic activities conducted by various social groups during appro
ximately one hundred years spanning from the latter half of the nineteenth century to the late Soviet peri
od. Through the work, it gave a new light to the state-society relations in modern and contemﬁorary Russia
, which has been informed by the image of strong state and week society. A part of the reseach results was

supmigted as several papers writen in English to two internatinal conferences that this research group or
ganized.
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