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A three-year study of heritage management and public archaeology in Europe
became clear that the differences originate from somewhere between two opposing world views. One is the
Anglo-Saxon * common law  tradition; society regulates itself. The other is the continental European
tradition; it is the state, which organizes and regulates social life. In England, anyone can conduct an
excavation if they first receive permission from the property owner. This * free’ access to buried
remains became the foundation for English public archaeology, unlike the situation in other European
countries as well as Japan. From a European perspective, the future of Jaﬁanese public archaeology will
largely depend on whether or not it can maintain the well-established archaeological heritage management
system, based around local boards of education and/or government authorities, and develop a number of
attractive educational activities and outreach programs, which contemporary society needs.
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