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The year 2012 marked the twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS); however, international society has not only faced
difficulties around the implementation, interpretation, and application of UNCLOS, but has also
encountered issues that were not anticipated at the time of UNCLOS’ adoption in 1982. This research
addresses this resulting “ vacuum” in the law of the sea. Collaborating with scholars and diplomats from
East Asia (China, Taiwan, and the ASEAN countries), we have published several journal articles and books,
and have organized international workshops on key problems such as dispute settlement and maritime
delimitation. This research project has also succeeded in establishing an international network of
specialists in the field.
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