(®)
2011 2013

The DPJ Government and Party Organization

MAEDA, YUKIO

7,600,000 2,280,000

This research project examined the coalition government led by the Democratic Par
ty of Japan (DPJ). Special attention is paid to the organizational structure of the DPJ, which has been 1
argely neglected by the existing studies. During its development as opposition Earty, the DPJ allowed its
leaders to make large policy changes without consulting rank-and-file members who have been known for het
erogeneity of policy preferences. Consequently, it is very costly for the DPJ to exercise discipline to k
eep party lines in the Diet. This organizational characteristics contributed to the confusion and struggl
es within_the DPJ in power. After theoretical discussions, the following topics are analyzed: party chair
man elections, cabinet portfolio, policy research council, local organizations, party split in 2012, and p
ublic opinion during the DPJ government.
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