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The deadlock of politics and resulting confusions in the recent America have
been caused by the fact that the institutions and practices of American “ electoral democracy” have not
worked well--institutions include the division of power, federalism, two-party system and the party
presidential nomination by primary elections, and practices mean the weak party discipline in Congress
and policy making by compromise.

In the social and economic changes since the 1960s, women and minorities won big voices, and the Federal
Supreme Court rulings gave them the legal foundation for demanding the federal government to correct
discriminations. In response to these changes, political parties democratized their presidential
candidate nomination procedures. Mass media polarized public opinion, and the SNS deepened political
polarization. Reducing differences in value among generations over time, and a realignment of political
parties may alleviate these polarization situations.
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