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A study of policy analysis and process in Japan --- from the perspective of comapati
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In spite of the encouraging facts that the Japanese governments have never been in
different to enhancing their employees® policy analytical skills, as many as 12 ministry-affiliated resear
ch institutes have been established, governmental organizations set up to support legislatures®™ policymaki
ng activities are compatible with similar organizations in other advanced democracies, the number of publi
c policy programs has expanded drastically, and the urgent need to activate a policy market where competin
g policy alternatives are advanced is now widely acknowledged, there still remains much room for improveme
nt. To begin with, policy analysis has not yet been established as a fully-fledged profession, and consequ
ently its application has been quite limited. We closely examined and identified a host of institutuional
and substantial measures to be taken promptly as a means to improve the quality of policy analysis, thereb
y enhancing its influence on the policy process.
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