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This research project brought together scholars of Hansen’ s disease from fields
such as sociology, history, literature, public health nursing to work together and create discussion. The
main part of the project consisted of the archivization of documents held by residents’ associations of
the sanatoria and the collection of oral histories in order to build a collection of bibliographical
materials. Further, through our analyses, we shed light on the experiences of the sufferers and medical
workers whose stories were elided in the dominant, one-sided historical narrative. Finally, in order to
consider the place of the Japanese problems of Hansen’ s disease within a global context, we opened
international research symposia and presented our work in international conferences. Thus, we explored
new aspects of Hansen®s disease studies in the humanities and social sciences through our focus on the
historical and social realities of exclusion and inclusion.
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