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This study is to explore how the recent changes in the media environment influence
the way people hold political knowledge. We hypothesized that some types of opinion leadership scale coul
d replace traditional measures of mass media exposure as an indicator of active information-seeking behavi
or across various media. The opinion polls of Tokyo voters that we conducted in 2013 confirmed this idea:
the higher the respondents® level of opinion leadership, the wider range of media sources (including onlin
e ones) they were likely to make use of to obtain political information. The opinion leadership scale was
found to be positively correlated with a gain in political knowledge. We also found that those with higher
level of opinion leadership were likely to be immune from the influence of traditional mass media.
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