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Understanding an attractive-sink effect on brown bear population and implications
for damage management

SATO, Yoshikazu

14,200,000

Human-brown bear conflicts and the number of nuisance kills of bears are
increasing in Hokkaido. We test a hypothesis that the conflicts is caused by an attractive-sink habitat
near human settlements in eastern Hokkaido. We confirmed dispersal movement from population core to
periphery. High mortality of bears as nuisance control using box trap and relatively well body condition
of killed bear were confirmed in the peripheral habitat near crop fields. Peripheral habitat as an
attractive and high mortality risk had high priority of management. We developed simple sustainable
monitoring system using rubbing trap and camera trap for bear population trends throughout the population

distribution.
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