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Molecular mechanisms of memory B cell differentiation in germinal centers
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To elucidate a role of IL-21 or Bcl6 in differentiation of high affinity 1gG produ
cing memory B cells and long-lived plasma cells in germinal centers, we used IL-21-deficient or Bcl6-defic
ient mice. Using these mice, we demonstrated that IL-21 is essential to differentiation of high affinity I
gG producing long-lived plasma cells, and that IL-21 or Bcl6 represses the Ig class switch recombination t

0 I?E and augments the differentiation of high affinity 1gG producing memory B cells and long-lived plasma
cells.
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