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Archgeological studies of the Inca expansion in Mullupungo, southern highlands
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In this study we carried out the archaeological investigations in the area of
Mullupungo mountain range, located about 50km west of Tomebamba, one of the principal Inca cities in the
south highland of Ecuador. In this area more than 2000 tombs at a rough estimate remained, whose ?eneral
structure is a simple pit, about 1m-diameter and 1 to 1.5m-depth, dug on the ground. The principa
purpose of our study is to explain_the meaning of these tombs scattered in various zones of the area.

The result of the archaeological investigations in the area shows that people of the Inca like mitimaes,
labors taken from other regions, were extensively attacked and killed by other native political unit, and
that they were buried urgently in these simple tombs. These could be the first archaeological evidences
of extensive battles between native people in the Inca states, which were often described in historical
sources written by Spanish chroniclers.
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