©
2011 2013

Mary Wollstonecraft®s Notion of Progress of Nation and Women

ISHIHATA, Naoki

2,500,000 750,000

When we turn to Mary Wollstonecraft®s Letters Written in Sweden as an reflection o
f her former literary works, mainly of The Rights of Woman, it appears that her self-emphasis in the forme
r is caused by an urge to discover and recover her authentic self and to express it fully and creatively,
which we might call the embryotic Romantic subjectivity. Then the comparison of these two is likely to le
ad us to go through Wollstoncraft®s transition or evolution from the education of woman to the self-educat
ion, from the vindication of woman to the vindication of herself, and finally from reason to imagination.
Wollstonecraft®s self, thus divided between reason and imagination, attained both the inward and outward t
0 absorb everything into itself and to dissolve itself into everything, which is the bliss of her solitary
self-education through journeying far away from home. Her individual mind grows by revealing and attempti
ng to fix its own contradictory characteristics.
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