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This study tried to observe the relationship between the cosmopolitan American cha
racter and America"s development as a modern nation. Cosmopolitanism was considered to be one of the impo
rtant virtues in the early Republic. As J. Hector St. John de Crevecoeur imaged the American as "a mixtur
e of English, Scotch, Irish, French, Dutch, Germans, and Swedes," the sense of living in a multiethnic nat
ion was alive in the American consciousness in the Revolutionary period. But the examination of various e
xpressions of cosmopolitanism in the literature of the founding era has revealed that cosmopolitanism, on
the one hand, ceased to be a characteristic mindset of the American, giving place to the emerging dominanc
e of WASP, but, on the other, it survived as a regional character of New York. The result is a view that
America®s national development was bounded with ideological conflicts between cosmopolitan and WASP ideali
sm, and also between provincialism and nationalism.
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