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This research focused on the visual culture invented in the 19th century, such as
phantasmagoria, panorama, diorama, photography, World Exposition as a spectacle, and the influences that t
hese visual devices exert on the viewpoint of American writers like Henry James and Nathaniel Hawthorne, a
nd their literary themes and writing styles. As a result, the visual media aren"t only introduced into wor

ks as mere gadgets, but turn out to be closely related to the nature of the characters in the works, the I
iterary motifs, and the formation of cultural background in each novel.
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[Thomas Richards. The Commodity
Culture of Victorian England: Advertising
and Spectacle, 1851-1914. Stanford UP,
1990. Vanessa R. Schwartz. Spectacular
Realities: Early Mass Culture in
Fin-de-SiecleParis. U of California P,
1998.]
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