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Our research aims to examine the invention of a new medium "histoires en estampes"
, today called "comics", by a 19th century Genevan writer Rodolphe Topffer as a crucial point in history o
T narrative media. He made use of new narrative devices based on the formal specificities of comics. His e
xperiments in the new medium were profoundly inspired by his reflections on "mimesis" in different arts, f
rom the most legitimate %enres (as academic paintin%s) to the most popular and marginal (as caricatures).
We also highlighted the fact that Topffer was one of the first to suggest the usefulness of visual charact
er or hero, taken from well known stories but made autonomous, in relation to the growing consciousness of

national identity and the development of reading culture of the period.
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