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Typological change of alignment in Japanese: Basic research with the objective of
building syntactic corpora
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Within the past few decades, various proposals have been made about marking of
arguments in Old Japanese (0J) , but there is still few study about the exact circumstances determining
when arguments are bare or case marked in 0J. This study examine in detail the distribution of bare and
case marked arguments in 0J texts and show that 0J had * differential argument marking (DAM)’ associated
with the three grammatical levels, 1) argument structure, 2) Syntax 3) PF (morphological spell-out) In
particular, This study uses the material in the Oxford Corpus of Old Japanese to examine case marked
object and bare object, showing that a specific/non-specific distinction plays a major role in the case
marking of objects. Thus, in 0J, accusative case marked objects are specific, but bare objects are
non-specific.
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