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This research aims at exploring a syntax-pragmatics interface, focusing in particu
lar on the embedded structures in direct quotes(DQ) and free indirect speech (FIS). More specifically, DQs
and FIS have no selectional relations with the putatively selecting matrix verbs or matrix predicates whi
ch include the verbs. In other words, DQs and FIS are syntactic adjuncts. They can be embedded by a syntac
tic operation "bare-embedding” in such a way to create a different illocutionary force in the complement s
entences from that of matrix verbs or predicates.
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(1) a. This guy saw me walking by with
a cigarette and he went “Hey, you got one?”
b. “And then, in 1967, we saw the
start of the plumbing problem--" droned my
uncle.
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