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L1 influence on the Use of Japanese Topic Marker "wa"
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This study investigates the possibility of language transfer among
Japanese-language learners regarding use of the topic marker "wa". Compared to topic-prominent languages
like Japanese, Korean, and Chinese, which follow a topic-comment structure, English is a
subject-prominent language that follows a subject-predicate structure. This study investigates how
expression of the topic in the L1 may influence the use of the topic marker "wa" in Japanese.
As a result, it was found that many of native Japanese and Korean speakers associated "wa" with nouns
describing space. In contrast, many native English speakers used "wa" with nouns indicating people, while
native Chinese speakers use "wa" with both of nouns indicating space and people. Consequently, It can be
surmised that this L1 background influences the particular use of "wa" by non-native speakers. The
research also showed that the task types affect non-native speakers® use of wa.
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