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Psycholinguistic experiments on sentence production in picture description tasks in
L2 English and its skill development
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The present study examined how far ahead L2 learners plan an English sentence be
fore they begin to describe a picture. The results of the present psycholinguistic experiments show that 1|
earners” scope of sentence planning varied according to the type of the subject phrase containing double n
ouns: coordinatd noun phrase (A and B are ...") and prepositional noun phrase (A above B is ..."). Throu
gh these experiments the role of "cognitive load" in sentence planning was recognized. It is suggested tha
t varying the cognitive load may change the ease of sentence production in a second language.
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(a)X and Y are above Z. The dog
and the apple are above the bus.
Q) (b)X 1s above Y and Z. The dog
is above the apple and the bus.
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(c)X and Y are red (blue).--

The star and the fish are red.
(d)X above Y is red (blue).--

The star above the fish is red.
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