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This research project aimed to investigate autonomy supportive online self-access
centers and to create an Online Study Abroad Center®(0SAC) which would support Japanese university student
s who are preparing to study in an English SEeaking country. The functionality that the iBooks Author soft
ware offers warranted a reconsideration of the appropriate platform for the OSAC self-study material. A de
cision was made to switch the location of much of the OSAC material from the dedicated website and incorﬁo
rate it into an Interactive Study Abroad Text (ISAT). Ten categories of material were created based on the

perceived needs of the students gained through past research. By using the 0SAC and the ISAT students sta
ted that their test scores and overall communicative competence showed a marked improvement.
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Table 1. Main features of the I nter active
Sudy Abroad Text

Many of these
presentations are based on
a culturd theme eg.
‘Manners in America’, ‘A
guide to buying fast-food’

etc.

Category

Description

Video
interviews

Teachers talking about
Japanese students and the
typical problems they face
when living and studying

abroad.

Japanese students who are
studying overseas talking
about the typical problems
they face when living and
studying abroad.

Native speakers of English
talking about life in their
country.

Recor ded Videos of advice given by
advice students from Japan who
have studied abroad.
TOEIC Audio files used to help
listening students improve their
practice listening  ability. Some
practice  questions  use
photographs.
Annotated Annotated photos used in
photos conjunction with audio
files explaining the scene.
Sample Audio files of
conversations | conversations between
students and native

speakers of English talking

about daily cultural topics.

Recorded
lectures

Videos of lectures and
classes given by English
teachers and professors
from the UK, Australia and

Canada.

Recor ded
presentations

Videos of presentations
given by English teachers
and students from Japan,

UK, Australia and Canada.

Vocabulary | Academic and

building conversational
exercises multiple-choice tests
designed to help increase
vocabulary (including

slang)

Samples of Examples of notes, essays,
students’ e-mails etc. with comments
work (text and audio) from

students and teachers.




Text files
provide

linguistic  and

support.

Many files written to
students  with

cultural

iBooks Author

iBook

INTERACTIVE 1.1 What is this woman doing?

Figure 1. Screenshot from interactive

annotated photograph
ISAT iBooks Author
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