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A Study Exploring Models of Instructions Focusing on the Relationship among Letters,
Sounds, and Meaning of the Words, and Materials for Early Eng;lish Education in Jap
an
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The purpose of this study is to learn the concept and teaching method of Read
ing Recovery Program and to explore how to apply it to English teaching for elementary school students in
Japan. Reading Recovery Program emphasizes the importance of teaching the relationship among sounds, lett
ers, and meaning of the words to help improve the students® reading and writing ability. It also proposes

that the students® background knowledge should be activated to promote Iearnin?.

In this research we taught English to the 5th and 6th graders learning English in Japan by applying t
he principles of Reading Recovery Program. It was found that the students® awareness of the relationship
between letters and sounds increased and they got used to reading and writing in English. The research al
so shows that the Japanese students need to learn the relationships among letters, sounds and meaning in o
rder to become proficient in English.
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