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How does a one-year study abroad program influence students® English skills and affe
ctive domain?
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This study explored university students® development of L2 proficiency and their c
hange of affective domains by a study abroad program of a particular department in which students have to
study abroad for a year. TOEIC,TOEFL iBT, and Versant were used to evaluate their English proficiency. Q
uestionnaires were used to assess students® motivation for learning English, willingness to communicate, a
nd English s?eaking anxieties before and after study abroad. The results showed that though their general
academic English proficiency improved, their academic reading ability remained unchanged.Results also show
ed that their motivation for intercultural communication is strong, which did not change between before an
d after studying abroad. This motivation is different from that of learners who study English intensively
at home. After studying abroad, students came to have stronger willingness to communicate with people who
were not familiar and to possess less anxiety to speak English.
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1 TOEIC
870 370 627.2 132.4
945 630 781.1 81.7
2 TOEIC Listening Reading
L SD R SD
348.5 | 66.1 | 278.7 76.1
427.5 | 40.3 | 353.6 53.2

L=Listening R=Reading SD=
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3 TOEFL iBT
1] 73 32 50.1 10.4
2| 83 33 57.9 10.8
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4 TOEFL iBT Reading
1| 18 2 10.9 4.3
2] 20 7 13.3 3.4
27 5 13.8 4.8
5 TOEFL iBT Listening
1] 19 2 10.7 4.6
2| 21 2 12.7 4.5
25 12 16.7 3.7
6 TOEFL iBT Speaking
1| 22 10 14.6 3.5
2| 23 9 15.8 2.9
23 11 18.5 3.3
7 TOEFL iBT Writing
1] 22 4 14.1 4.5
2| 22 10 16.1 3.3
25 14 18.8 2.8
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1 60 22 39.4 | 8.9
2 49 31 39.5 | 4.5
3 70 35 46.4 | 7.8
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SD
1 60 20 39.3 | 9.6
2 47 32 39.9 | 3.7
3 71 32 46.1 | 8.2
10 Speaking
SD
1 67 25 42.1 | 10.2
2 54 26 42.7 6.6
3 65 36 51.0 | 7.5
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1 58 20 38.2 | 11.8
2 55 28 38.3 7.3
3 72 30 46.4 | 9.8
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3 72 30 42.2 | 9.8
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