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Use of Language is considered to be much more dependent on the combination of
meaningful sequences of words (phrases, formulaic expressions, collocations, etc.) than the knowledge of
basic syntactic structure. This research aimed to verify the theory of Phraseology and to reexamine the
methodology of English Language Teaching (ELT) by means of self-compiled and existing corpora.

N-grams were extracted from academic papers, errors were analysed in graduate-students® papers, and
synonymous phrases were examined in balanced corpora. Significant characteristics were found in
prepositional phrases, phrasal prepositions and formulaic passive constructions. The high frequency of
particular phrases in spite of the availability of various possibilities appears to indicate verification

of the theory of Phraseology. ELT materials incorporating the use of corpora for the learning of
formulaic sequences were developed.
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little is known about/on (729/13 )
little has been done to [do](37 ) little

(a2)This possibility suggests that there might be
important  differences in how multiple
meanings of ambiguous words are activated
depending on whether they are across or
within languages. However, it should be
noted that our dependent measure, naming
errors, may not have been sensitive enough to
pick up on the time-course differences with
which the multiple meanings were activated.
Future studies, using more sensitive
dependent measures such as eye-tracking
should address this issue further. [CEAP]

(a2) Fyvbjerg et a. deliver an interesting
contribution on this issue. First of all, it must
be noted that their study focuses on a certain
category of projects, so-called transportation
infrastructure projects, and secondly, the data
comes from projects al around the world
from a period of time stretching from 1910 to
1998. [CEAP]
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(b1) This paper addresses
two questions that are vital to the

work/ research has been done on (35/26 )
little work/ research has been done to [do]
(11711 ) little is known/ understood
(877/20 ) little hasbeendone (55 )
little research has been done/ conducted/
carried out/ undertaken (54/45/23/4 )
little work has been done/ conducted/
undertaken/ carried out/ (72/4/4/3 )
few studies have been conducted/
performed/ carried out/ made/ undertaken
(26/11/9/6/5 )
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understanding of the global water balance
since the Last Glacial Maximum. (b2)T7his
paper deals with a complete APC system,
based on integrated arrays of optional
variable attenuators.
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(cl) It is assumed that
participants have no previous knowledge of
statistics, or have not used it for a long
time. Emphasis is placed on exploratory



methods for examining data prior to
analysis, using graphs, tables and summary
statistics. [ukWaC]

analyse
examine

(c2) To investigate the cause of
DD unemployment, therefore, we need to
examine the possible causes of a decrease

in the equilibrium rate of national income.

(d1) We/1 apologis[z]e for causing you

inconvenience.(d2) We/l apologis[z] for

[BNC] (

investigate
examine
(c3) An American
study examined the causes of more than
68,000 deaths and concluded that ... [BNC]
68,000

examine
(c4) Quietly, Estonia is also exploring
the possibility of trading directly with
other republics.[BNC]

explore (c5)
Dutch police said they were investigating
the possibility that a bomb was planted on
the jet-although engine trouble was the
likely cause.[BNC] (
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