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In the early modern Japan, there was not only a separation of social roles such
as samurai or farmer, but also the division of residential area, the former in castle town while the
latter in village. However, “ ronin” (samurai without a master to serve), “ goushi” and “ ji-zamurai” ,
who belonged in the marginal social status, were living actually in the rural area. And they left
documents of family pedigree or biography which reveal the self-knowledge about their unique social
status. Now, the subject of this research is several families in Ina Country, Shinano Province (Nagano
Prefecture) and the Kawashima family in Kadono Country of Yamashiro Province (Kyoto Prefecture). This
research reveals that; only the presentations of their self-knowledge and a distinction between samurai
and farmers are not enough to elucidate an act of description about their family history. This indicates
rather their doubts about their marginal “ status” , in other words, the “ heinoubunri” system.
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