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Historical study on formation and changes of Satoyama landscape
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In the early medieval period, the term SATOYAMA itself did not exist. However, the
words USHIROYAMA, which was broadly used in this period, and MUKOHYAMA, Which can be recognized on the hi
storical materials and place-names, were general terms for the medieval SATOYAMA landscape. SATOYAMA woodl
ands were developed and over-used since the Kamakura period, depending on condition of traffic and distrib
ution, and finally changed NOYAMA or MUGEYAMA, which were poor vegetation landscape. SATOYAMA was the plac
e for not only getting natural resources but also grazing of cattle and horses. Depending on topographic c
ondition, SATOYAMA can be recognized as homestead woodlands or lowland woodlands and they served multiple
functions such as windbreaker and firewall.
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