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This project has begun with questioning the assumption that during the Twentieth
century the controlling metaphor for establishing a nation-state had been n model based on vernacular
language, the idea in which the relations among language, culture and identity had been coterminous.
Although this metaphor still remains influential, this project has noted an emergence of phenomena, not
analyzable in terms of a model of vernacular language mentioned above. The project has paid attention to
three historically and culturally different locations where different peoples reside, fighting to
maintain their identities: the Japanese immigrants in the state of Hawai’ i in the United States, the
Ryukyuans in Okinawa prefecture, and the Ainu, the indigenous people, in Hokkaido, Japan.
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